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I called on Seward on Wednesday in relation to the
Stonewall, the Harriet Lane, the Florida, etc., as he was
about leaving to be absent for a fortnight, and we may
wish to send to Havana before he returns. After disposing
of business, and I had left his room, he sent his messenger
to recall me. He seemed a little embarrassed and hesitating
at first, but said he wished to say to me that he had had full
and free and unreserved talks recently with the President;
that he had found him friendly and confiding, and more
communicative than Mr. Lincoln ever had been; that he
knew and could say to me that the President had for me,
for him (Seward), and indeed for all the Cabinet a friendly
regard; that he had no intention of disturbing any member
of the Cabinet; that I had reason to be specially gratified
with the President's appreciation of me. Some general
conversation followed on past transactions and events.
Among other things we got on to Blair's letters and
speeches. He says the original armistice, alluded to by
Blair, was left by Buchanan with other papers on the office
table at the Executive Mansion or with the Attorney-
General.

Seward, McCulloch, Harlan, and Speed were absent
from Washington on Friday, the 6th, the day of the last
Cabinet-meeting. No very important questions were pre-
sented and discussed. The presence of the assistants in-
stead of the principals operates, I perceive, as an obstruc-
tion to free interchange of opinion.

At the last Cabinet-meeting in September, Seward read
a strange letter addressed to one of the provisional gov-
ernors, informing him that the President intended to con-
tinue the provisional governments in the several insurrec-
tionary States until Congress assembled and should take
the subject in hand with the newly formed constitutions. I
was amazed, and remarked that I did not understand the
question or status of the States to be as stated, and was
relieved when the President said he disapproved of that
part of the letter. Speed asked to have the letter again read